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“THE NEW CURRICULA PROVIDE
IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR

EDUCATION IN THE LONG RUN”

As indicated in the “Report on the New Curricula” prepared by university professors under
the leadership of Prof. Petek Askar and presented to the public opinion in June 2005, the new
curricula stress skills such as critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, problem
solving, research, decision making, utilization of information technologies, entrepreneurial
qualities and respecting the individual and social values. In other words, it may be declared
that a social transformation from “passive citizen” towards “active citizen” is being targeted.
The “passive citizen” is an outcome of an education system that employs ‘ancient and
conventional’ perspectives and approaches and is based on students being required to
memorize an immense amount of information with no analysis or questioning. Provided that
the new programs are supported by the factors aforementioned, for the students who will
be completing their primary education in the next 10 years, we foresee the potential of
developing the necessary infrastructure required for becoming individuals who possess the
skills of problem solving and critical thinking, being in charge of their own personal development
and learning processes, who are open to change and have the ability to manage it, and can
foresee and develop solutions to undertake leadership.

One of the criticisms included in the report in question is that the new programs do not put
the necessary emphasis on aesthetic development. Based on the premise that every individual
should acquire a minimum knowledge and appreciation of fine arts, aesthetics should be
integrated into all programs.

The new curricula are concrete and important theoretical steps towards eliminating the long-
lasting quality problems of our education system. The implementation of the programs is
more critical than the conceptual development stage and will constitute a prolonged and






