QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL

ERI 2014

Since 2003, Education Reform Initiative (ERI)

has been promoting dialogue on the quality

of education in Turkey between the public

sector and other stakeholders, identifying key
issues, and developing comprehensive policy
recommendations. While developing these
recommendations that target eliminating existing
inequalities and ensuring access to education for
all individuals, ERI carries out evidence-based and
participatory policy analysis processes.

In 2014,

ERI continued to be an independent, objective and
rational source of information in the field of education
in Turkey. It has garnered both international and
national coverage. Interviews with ERI experts were
featured in 16 prestigious international publications
such as The New York Times, AFP, Financial Times,
Reuters, Newsweek, The National, Al Jazeera English,
The Economist and The Wall Street Journal.

ERTI ranked among the world’s top 50 think tanks

in the “Best Education Policy” category in the

2013 Global Go To Think Tank Index, University

of Pennsylvania’s The Think Tanks and Civil
Societies Program which evaluated over 6 thousand
organizations from 182 countries.

ERI continued to offer communication and
collaboration platforms to teachers. The 11th

Good Practices in Education Conference was
organised in April and the theme of the conference
was “participation”. A total of 1,184 education
professionals came together for the conference and
the local workshops held in Erzurum and Gilimiishane
around 136 good practices. Teachers who completed
their critical thinking training in the Thinking School,
Thriving Students Project received their certificates.

erg.sabanciuniv.edu
W/egitimreformu

You

@h/egitimreformu
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Advocating that education policies should

be devised in a democratic framework, ERT
emphasizes the importance of participation of a
wide range of stakeholders including particularly
children, teachers and parents. Being one of the
few think tanks in Turkey working on education,
ERI’s reports are also frequently cited by many
international organizations education experts.

ERT collaborated with civil society at both global

and national levels. Main partners included Research
Triangle Institute International (RTI), UNICEF,
Educational Volunteers Foundation of Turkey (TEGV),
Istanbul Bilgi University’s Child Studies Unit (COCA)
and Celikel Education Foundation.

During 2014, ERT worked on access to education,
inclusive education, active participation of children in
schools, equity in education, use of ICT in education,
educational outcomes and academic achievement. In
order to enhance student participation and culture

of democracy in schools, ERI carried out the Towards
Democratic Schools Project in partnership with COCA.

With a novel perspective, ERI started drawing up
a new strategy which focuses on diversifying its
channels of communication and impact. ERI’s
new strategy and plans concerning the period
between 2015-17 aim to activate and improve the
communication with a wide range of stakeholders.
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Page views 126.926
' ‘ Users 46. 104
You'lild

YouTube Videos uploaded

Visits
32

Number of views

Twitter
Followers
Stakeholders
Reached via
E-mail
Number of viewed messages
ERI publications 12.893
ERI events/news and
announcements 16.833
ERI e-newsletters 6.169
Education

Policy
f Seminars 6 seminars
attended by

123

December 2014

Facebook 3936

Page Likes
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Teacher’s Workshop Certificate Program in collaboration
with SECBIR (Centre for Sociology and Education Studies)

Teacher trainings on critical thinking under the
Thinking School, Thriving Students Project

Education Policy Seminars

- Supporting Social and
Emotional Development of
15t Graders

- Education, Piety and Tendency

to Vote for Political Parties SEEG AT ]

Education Conferences
- The Effects of School Lunch on Participants
Students’ Education Outcomes 11.710

- Turkey’s FATIH Project:
A Plan to Conquer the Digital
Divide, or a Technological
Leap of Faith?

- Research on Youth
Participation in Turkey

- How to Form Syllables with
Student Participation in
Primary Literacy Education?

These are

approximate
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“Erdogan Looks to the Classroom to

. . . ”
Create a Rehg1ous Generation s The number of imam-hatip (Sunni Islamic clerical training)
Batuhan Aydagul, the head of the Education Reform oy Schools has doub]'ed in ﬁ\{e years, ar'1d pupilswhoifailithe
Initiative, a research body affiliated with Istanbul’s ney exdi £ g_et xare the_1r first d,',mce have been pushed
Sabanci University, argues that the religion debate is a - into imam hatip schoo]s instead. “The past thrge years
distraction from Turkey’s education needs, noting that T have seen a .mar,l,(ed shift towards greater Islamic "?ﬂ“e"‘e
only 9 per cent of high school and 5 per cent of junior - ove]r e(:ucahon, SR eanydaghl, an edycation
school students attend imam- hatips. “We have much b A
more urgent issues that require attention,” Mr Aydagul
says. “Children are not learning. Turkey is not really able
to provide foundation skills to its students.” He says
that despite improvements over the past decade, the h
country’s poor Pisa scores must improve considerably if = . £

e “New Rise of Islamic Schools

Turkey is to become an innovative, high-value economy.
- Causes Alarm in Secular Turkey”

el Dombey, Financial Times - December 12, 2014
¢ e Fe I-_ G . “ A new report by the Education Reform Initiative
u. ; (ERG) at Sabanci University revealed that the
e ) SN, number of Imam - Hatip schools in Turkey has
Turkish Reforms Enta ng]e Education increased by 73 per cent in five years. In recent
months, parents have demonstrated outside
Mr. Aydagul expressed concern over the future of Turkey’s : schools which have been turned into Imam
education system. “Turkey needs active citizens who are ; Hatips.... “The government is limiting the supply
democratically empowered, competent in the basic skills needed in § of mainstream education while expanding the
today’s society and economy,” said Mr. Aydagul. “Any failure to iy supply of religious education. In the end, more
provide this through education would jeopardize the well being I and more children will find themselves in a
of the country. Today access to quality education depends on wsul situation where they will have to go to a religious
socioeconomic background, and for a country that has glorious school,” said Batuhan Aydagul, the Director of
and ambitious aims, this situation should be worrying.” ERG.

Aysegiil Sert, New York Times - October 13, 2014 AFP - September 26, 2014



